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Academic Summary

For a moment, envision the history of the United States. What do you see! Founding Fathers in powdered
wigs, gathered around the Declaration of Independence? A pilgrim in a wide-brimmed black hat, sharing a
meal with a barely-clothed Native American? There is no photographic proof of these happenings, yet we can
visual them clearly. This is because we have seen them in paintings or other artistic interpretations of events.
Books and documents have their place in documenting history, but art has provided a unique perspective of
years past.

Art reflects the values, issues, and overall identity of a society. Viewing a piece of art is seeing the world
through another person’s eyes. Because of its subjective nature, art spurs conversation and discussion.
Because of its emphasis on analysis and criticism, the study of art as a whole helps to develop critical thinking
skills in students.

Spanish art is unique because of its Christian, Jewish and Muslim influence. Spain’s largest and most visited art
museum is the Museo Nacional del Prado in Madrid. Based on the former Spanish Royal Collection, the
museum (at this time) includes about 7600 paintings, 1000 sculptures, 4800 prints, and 8200 drawings.

Students in this lesson will critique masterpieces from the Museo del Prado, both objectively and subjectively,
using art vocabulary in the target language (Spanish), then research biographical information on the artists that
created them.




Standards Compliance

ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.2c Spell correctly.

ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

National Standards for Foreign Language Education

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

Communication .1 Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and
emotions, and exchange opinions.

Cultures 2.2 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and
perspectives of the culture studied.

Connections 3.1 Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign
language.

National Arts Education Standards

National Arts Education Association

Grade 9-12 Visual Arts: Standard 3: Students reflect on how artworks differ visually, spatially, temporally,
and functionally, and describe how these are related to history and culture.

Grade 9-12 Visual Arts: Standard 4: Students describe the function and explore the meaning of specific
art objects within varied cultures, times, and places.

Grade 9-12 Visual Arts: Standard 5: Students identify intentions of those creating artworks, explore the
implications of various purposes, and justify their analyses of purposes in particular works.

Objectives
I.  Students will construct complete sentences in the target language using art vocabulary.
2. Students will critique masterpieces from the Museo del Prado, both objectively and subjectively.
3. Students will summarize biographical information about a famous Spanish artist in history.
Materials

* Blank Paper (one sheet per student)
* Colored Pencils, Crayons or Markers
* Critique Sheet

* Prado Masterpiece Printouts

* Spanish-English Dictionaries

* Poster Board (optional)

* Artist Biography Worksheet



Procedure
I. Anticipatory Set (5 min)

* Hand out one blank sheet of paper and one coloring utensil to each student. Instruct the students to
write their name on the back of their sheet. Then, have the students draw a single line on the front of
the sheet. The line can take up as much space as they want, and can be squiggly, straight, etc.

* Pause the exercise. After this, students will pass their piece of paper to their left. Each student will
have a new sheet of paper in front of them. Students will have 30 seconds to create a design, picture
or scene using the line on the paper. The class will repeat this process three times, each time passing
the paper to their left after 30 seconds, then continuing where the last student left off with their new
sheet. After the activity is done, return the papers to their original owners so they can see how their
drawing transformed from a line to a masterpiece!

» Note: This activity works back with the desks arranged in a circle or square.
Il. Body of Lesson (50 min)

* Art Vocabulary Introduction: How can we critique these drawings in Spanish? What words do we
already know that may be useful? Introduce a list of art vocabulary words. Say each word aloud in
Spanish, and have the students repeat the correct pronunciation as a class. Clarify translations and
pronunciations as needed.

* Have the students write three sentences describing their drawings, using at least three new vocabulary
words. Then, switch drawings with a partner and do the same for his/her drawing. Compare
descriptions. Did the partners have similar or different interpretations of the painting? Why do you
believe this is so? Review some examples as a class.

* Explore the idea that artists can be influenced by time periods, locations, events, their personal lives or
dreams, etc. So also can the viewer of a work of art be influenced by these aspects, and connect with
a work of art in a different way than the artist originally had.

*  Group Critique: Break up the class into 10 groups. Choose 10 of the |5 Prado Masterpiece Printouts
provided, and hand out a different one to each group. Also provide each group with a Critique Sheet,
a colored pencil (try to give each group a different color), and a Spanish-English dictionary. Have each
group write their names on their printout with their colored pencil, that way each group’s input can be
identified on any sheet. In 5 minutes, the groups are to answer (in Spanish) as many questions from
the sheet as they can. Once the 5 minutes are up, the groups will rotate, bringing their colored pencil
with them. They will then have 5 minutes to continue where the last group left off. Groups are not
allowed to repeat any information already on the sheet, only provide additional information. Repeat
this process 5 times (i.e. each group should critique 5 different paintings). After the activity, review
overall opinions as a class.

» Note: This activity works for a group of any size. Adjust the number of students in a group
by adding or removing works of art. Teachers may also choose to paste each image on a
poster board and write the questions on it as well, that way the students have more room
to write. Poster boards can then be placed on a table, or taped on the wall for a smoother
class rotation.
I1l. Closure (5 min)

* Homework: Choose one of the artists reviewed in class and research him in order to complete the

Artist Biography worksheet.

Extension

On tour: Museo del Prado, Madrid

The Museo Nacional del Prado is the largest and most visited art museum in Spain, and famous for its
extensive collection of Spanish art. Explore the museum with a partner, and stop at any works of art that
pique your interest. What do you see?! How does it make you feel? What do you think the artist is trying to
tell you? Exchange opinions with your partner. Keep an eye out for any paintings from the lesson as well!



Links

www.museodelprado.es/en/visit-the-museum/l 5-masterpieces/

“Visit the Museum: |5 Masterpieces” — Museo Nacional del Prado, 2013. Features the images of |5 of the
most popular works of art from the Prado, accompanied by a short description and other facts about the
masterpiece, including, but not limited to: title, year created, name of creator, etc.

www.museodelprado.es/visita-el-museo/ | 5-obras-maestras/
The Spanish version of the above website.

www.biography.com/people/groups/famous-spanish-painters/all

“Famous Spanish Painters, A-Z”, a collection of mini-bios and videos from bio.com. Includes information
about Salvador Dali, Francisco de Goya, Francisco de Zurbaran, El Greco, Joan Miré, Bartolomé Esteban
Murillo, Pablo Picasso and Diego Velazquez.

Key Terms

a través de through el gesto gesture la obra de arte work of art
abstracto, -a abstract identificarse con to identify with parecerse (a) to look, seem (like)
el autorretrato self-portrait la imagen image la pintura painting
destacar(se) to stand out influir to influence el primer plano foreground
la ceramica pottery inspirar to inspire representar to represent
la escultura sculpture la interpretacion interpretation la resefa review

exagerar to exaggerate interpretar to interpret el retrato portrait
expresar(se) to express (oneself) mostrar to show el sentimiento feeling

la figura figure el mural mural el siglo century

el fondo background la naturaleza muerta still life el tema subject

al lado de next to, beside dentro de inside of entre between

cerca de close to detras de behind hay there is, there are
debajo de underneath encima de on top of lejos de far from

delante de in front of enfrente de in front of sobre over, above
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LO QUE VEO:

FOCO DE ATENCION:

ELEMENTOS DISTINTOS:
(I.E. LINEA, FORMA, TEXTURA, ESPACIO)

ESTADO DE ANIMO:

MENSAJE DEL ARTISTA:

PREGUNTAS:

ME GUSTA, PORQUE... NO ME GUSTA, PORQUE...



LA CRUCIFIXION

Juan de Flandes
1509-1518




EL, CABALLERO DE LA MANO

EN EL PECHO
El Greco
Hacia 1580




LAS MENINAS

Diego Rodriguez de Silva y Velazquez
1656




EL SUENO DE JACOB
José de Ribera
1639




EL 3 DE MAYO EN MADRID

Francisco de Goya y Lucientes
1814




LA ANUNCIACION

Fra Angelico
1425-1428




EL CARDENAL
Rafael
1510-1511




CARLOS V EN LA BATALLA
DE MUHLBERG

Vecellio di Gregorio Tiziano
1548




LA INMACULADA CONCEPCION

Giambattista Tiepolo
1767-1769




EL DESCENDIMIENTO

Roger van der Weyden
Hacia 1435




EL JARDIN DE LAS DELICIAS
El Bosco

1500-1505




LAS TRES GRACIAS
Pedro Pablo Rubens
1630-1635




AUTORRETRATO

Alberto Durero
1498




JUDIT EN EL BANQUETE
DE HOLOFERNES

Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn
1634




ORESTES Y PILADES

Escuela de Pasiteles
Hacia 10 AC




Nombre

Fecha

Nombre del artista

Primeros anos de vida

1 Es famoso porque...

r----------‘

I Adjetivos

Pega una foto aqui.

Datos interesantes

-

N

Cita )

F--------------------------------------------'

: ¢,Como ha influido a los demdas?




